Red Hill Farm
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_"5” Red Hill Farm at fedlar Mills. Amher)t County, Va., 1s
one of Central Virsinia's oldest Upland plontations that~

1

~mstlll Ietdlno {t5 Ristori¢ identity a@nd STiTl~ §“6”§”aﬁéd“““'*“’

' -a% a fdrm. It was settled by Capt;'CharIQS'ElliS“infl754‘wf*ff
“(%qmetimeu siven as 1752 or 175%p on a'thousand'acreﬁianlv?—mw—
' ‘ﬁ 77”“ﬂ7”'"'g%ant'from King George 11 of England. Ellis, active“in-the~w"¥v
: ”““W*’“”“F%ench‘amd Indian VWars, was-Gapt;~of~bhe-Albemarlé~ﬁiLiti
\“*”“éff“w““uédér'Coi.’Peter-Jeffersong~fatherﬂof'ThomasaJeffenaon.WOnwm__~
A‘““”“—w;w¥4tﬁe~6hh“day‘of June, 1756, Col.-Jefferson wrote-Capt. Bllis ...

T 54 follows s —"The--(e)-are -in-his. Majesty's. name-t&*.tQL.;LL_.~_

| _qum;mwmwa%ppehend_bhe"able”bodied,single“men,of Jour compapny. whose
w«%wwwmenhmes.arewhereunbo.subjoined,,they_being soldiers duly @nrupim.

“._w__w__._.ligted put. failing to appear witho.t sufficient reason...

“m,mu__@m“ap”a“CgunglluQ£MWQr,m Such Uble—bodled sinzle men you shall
| ,

_.deliver to some constable of the County until they be delivered

' __upto Major David Lewis, the “Ificor eprointed to receive the

:.m_mm“_wmﬂﬁ_raibeq_Mllitia of the County......
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{"._ L g a5 s P. Jefferson

“(Amhﬁxst County was at this tlme still a Lart of Albemarle.)

U Bl LS himself is also mentioned in Hening's Statubes”

1 |

" "on one occasion when he is to be reimbursed for the expense "

~of soldiers and Indians in iy charge near Fredericksburg -

'"fiﬁ“1757;f”However, at this late date it is difficult to ey
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" o ad ”'"”'find’much'information about- the person, life of Capt. Ellis,
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C— altho his- forebears are documented as having come to Jamestouwn
s wa e b 1n bhe neipst or second-draft" from Eng land and were early .
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4—_ﬁ~f;--¥é——Gharleb_Ellis himself was the. younzest. son of John Ellis

”__gwi;;;;%oj Peter's Creek, a_branch of Tuckahoe, near Rlchmond.. (The

éather and. family were subsbantial landowners bnt Charles ””;"
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L 1{&:; the. younyeat of geven gons and it is doubtful if the. fa.u.l.i
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est@tes were large enough for the support of so many sons.

*'““~Thefmilitary~1ife”probably"offered“charleS“both”the“adventura—’“w

'~and}opportunity‘needed by a younger son in Colonial Virginia.

~W{In the "hard winter"-of 1759-40; at the age of 20, Charles —

Ellﬁs was married by the Rev. John Stith to Susannah Harding - —

of Henrico, and she proved a strong and remarksble woman-who - -

: boxe him two sons and eight daughters and established a family .- -
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.In 1755, the year after settling at Red iill, Susannah bore . ..

 the .

last of Ellis' children, Hosanna, when Charles was 35 and  _

Susennah about a year younger. From 1755 until about 1760

thaL.has‘continued,its_vitality“and identity ta the. present. .

NEQ.??VelllFP}?W?9f93m85%99_d?_tquElliﬁfactiVitieSanﬁﬁiﬁﬁmlm_,mwu

from 2 few historical references to incidents in his military

care

ers But by 1760 he had established his working plantation

andipresumably enJoyed blo dual role as soldier and planter.

In 1760 however, at the age of 40, the Captain fell ill and

on the oth of June he sent for hio nelghb01s"Ieaac Artht,

Robert Cammell, and Rolan R. Atkins to witness my labt will

and testament"-and on the l4th day of Aug., 1760 the will

wae "proved" at the Albemarle Yourt, and executor; a,p01nted.
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In part the will read

n I glve unto my son J031pw Ellis

my tract of land I now dwell on....to him nnd hlb heirs forever.

s ,.

Also de51re he may have a horbe and saddle from my estaLe to

M...Q

be of value twelve punds current money, uhlch said land, horse,

and saddle he may heve when he attaing to be aize of elb“teen

yearq.“ Ellis then provides generously for his younger son

Charles and then for his wife and the daughters of the family.

fMy !

will and desire is that

""havé education according to

“i0n the 12th day of
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te was submitted to the

red- &’nineteen pounds current money of Virginia." The

‘Court as to the value of “four

my children before mentioned may
the discretion of my executors."

1761, an apjpraisement of the

o e o 1isﬁ1ng included virtualiy every item that one would find

necessary to'the frontier planter, as ¢ * 33 head of cuttle/
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6 head of sheep/ 1 large horse/ 1 small horse/ one mare & colt/
some cooper tools/ five narror hoes/ three broad hoes/ 2 bells/
some carrenter tools/ some sh&emaker tools/ one old desk/
a percel of books / a knife c%aey and many other items, including
a listing of the family aerva@tm.
‘No other mention of the Ellis estate was found until 1769,

At a Court held fdr Amherst, 6th of Feb, 1769, on the motion

godeceased,”

it was ordered "that the Sheriff summon a jury of twelve free-
holders of (he vicinage.....who being met are bto assipn unté
John Beckley (usually cilled 'Bickle;'), who intermarried with
the widow and relict of said decedent, the sald widow's dowmer."
A subsequent Court assigned unté John Bickley on March 7, 1769,
his right of said widow's dower 1in one. tract of "1l43 acres on
the sdutn gide and adjoining of Pedlar Kiver,..the mansion
Louse included....." Despite the age of Swsannsh-danding. bllls
BeERTey" (apparently 48 or more), this remarkable woman bore
another daughter, Mildred, who died in infancy, then she herself
outlived Bickley (died in 1792), outlived son Josiah (died in 1810),
outlived most of her other children and survived to the aze of 97.
It had been her hard fate to live 57 years past the death of Charles
Ellis but she dd see the wilderness frontier transformed into
a culture of church, schools, wealth, and planter aristiocracy.

Both=Bild-digusonsyw
against the English Kingskhm their Pather had served. Also

£sy served in bthe Revolution

John Bickley's son Charles saw action as a private atb King's
Mountain and later became a prominent settler in Southwest
Virginia, At least one of Bickley's other sons a}so served in
the ﬁilitia during the Revolution, making a total of at least
four sons from the Red Hill family who saw duty against the
King,

After the War son Gherles=Rii4s-emtpigtsi 0 Georzia, then
to Kentucky, and fAnally died, a very old man, at his son's

 residence in Missouri, in 1828,
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SeHTIBETEL, born on Tuckahoe, married in 1766, when he was
only 20, JememShedtonuofwAnherst.County, in the larris Creek areas
She like his Mother, proved a remarkable woman, producing eleven
children for Josiah and these children, building on the utrong
family bese established by vYosiah and Jane Shelton Ellis,
brought the family fortune and neme to great prominence in Virgihia¢
It is to this union that many of the more outstanding Ellis
descendants still trace. Josiah would have been agsured a
place in Virginia history if ohly for the sons he produced but
he was a man of wide achiev@ﬁt in his own right and his career
had many facets, After his Revolutionary service, there is no
sign of any interest on Ellis's part in the millitary life,
tho he was varidusly called "Major" or "Colonel" to tthe end
of his life. He did serve, however, as "High Sheriff " of

Amherst at a time when that office was the foremost in local
governnent.

Always he was active in the affairs of the Episcoapl Church,
and that aptivity and loyalty did not s¥wmisk diminish after the
War when the Cherch wvas éo unpopular because of its association
with the English Trown. In ¥R# 1789 it is recorded that
"Major Josiah Ellis" was a delegate from St. Luke's at Fedlar
Mills to the Diocesan Council, The lands at St. Luke's were
carved from the Red Hill Plantation snd it 1is thought that
Josish was both anit organizer and benefactor of St. Luke's,

For years Josiah strugzled against floods and a shortage
of lebor and material but finally succeeded in establishing
n g merchant mill at Pedlar Mills," meaning & mill of such sigze
as designed to serve the needs of the area rather than a smaller
mill for plantation use only. Josiah also gave substantial financial
backing and saived unofficially as a local representative for

the merchant firm "Ellis and Allen" of Richmond, of widehaOherlesy
thagacendugon=ofJgtahy was senior partner. IHowever, Joslah's

central interest always seemed the development of his home farms

-~ in Amhérst'





